
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

 
FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
October 24,  2024 

 
 
Item J.1. Grambling State University’s request for approval to amend the Facilities and 

Ground Lease/Leaseback Agreement with the Grambling University Foundation 
for the purpose of continuing improvements, replacing the scoreboards, and making 
additional technology improvements for the Eddie Robinson Memorial Stadium 
football field and the Fredrick C. Hobdy Assembly Center, pursuant to La. R.S. 
17:3361. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 Grambling State University’s scoreboards are in dire need of repairs and replacement, and 
other improvements are needed at the Eddie Robinson Memorial Stadium football field and the 
Fredrick C. Hobdy Assembly Center. The Grambling University Foundation has secured a line of 
credit to complete the project. To carry out the project, the Board on behalf of Grambling has 
already leased the land to the Grambling University Foundation. The Foundation will provide the 
funds to complete the project. The Foundation will make payments from the annual Coca-Cola 
United capital improvement contributions, sponsorships, and secured donations totaling 
approximately $2 million. Once the project is complete and fully paid, the lease will terminate.  
 
 Grambling State University requests permission to extend the land lease/leaseback with the 
Grambling University Foundation for the purpose described above. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Grambling State University’s request to amend 
the Facilities and Ground Lease/Leaseback Agreement with the Grambling University Foundation 
for the purpose of continuing improvements, replacing the scoreboards, and making additional 
technology improvements for the Eddie Robinson Memorial Stadium football field and the 
Fredrick C. Hobdy Assembly Center, pursuant to La. R.S. 17:3361. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Grambling State University shall obtain final review 
from UL System staff, legal counsel and shall secure all other appropriate approvals from 
agencies/parties of processes, documents, and administrative requirements. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of Grambling State University and his 
or her designee is hereby designated and authorized to execute any and all documents necessary 
to execute the Ground Lease/Leaseback Agreement. 
 
 AND FURTHER, that the University will provide the System office with copies of all final 
executed documents for Board files. 



AMENDMENT TO LEASE 
by and between 

GRAMBLING UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION 
 (as Lessor) 

and 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM, on behalf of 

GRAMBLING STATE UNIVERSITY 
(as Lessee) 

This AMENDMENT TO LEASE (together with any amendment(s) hereto or supplement 
hereof, the “Facilities and Grounds Lease”), executed in May 2017, is entered into by and between 
GRAMBLING UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION, a Louisiana nonprofit corporation represented 
herein by its Chairman, Janet Barnes, M.D. (the “Corporation”) and the BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM (the “Board”), a 
public constitutional corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Louisiana, 
on behalf of Grambling State University (the “University”) represented herein by the President of 
Grambling State University and Board Representative, Martin Lemelle, Jr., D.B.A.  

WITNESSETH 

WHEREAS, the parties in May 2017 entered into a Facilities and Grounds Lease whereby 
the Board Leased Property to the Corporation to proceed with  the Project for renovation of the 
Facilities and the parties have agreed to modify the terms of the Facilities and Grounds Lease; 

WHEREAS, the parties desire to extend their lease for the purpose of continuing 
improvements, replacing the scoreboards and making additional technology improvements for the 
Eddie Robinson Memorial Stadium football field and the Fredrick C. Hobdy Assembly Center 
pursuant to LA R.S. 17:3361;  

NOW THEREFORE, the parties hereby agree that the following constitutes a modification 
of the terms and conditions in the Facilities Lease executed in May 2017 as set forth herein and all 
other terms in the original Lease remain unchanged: 

Section 1.      Facilities Lease; Term of Lease.  

Shall include additional specific reference which is hereby made to the following 
terms and provisions of the Lease in Section 1: 

1. The term of the Lease commenced in May, 2017 and shall continue until midnight
on June 30, 2030, unless sooner terminated or extended as provided in the Lease.

2. The Project for renovation shall include continuing improvements, replacing the
scoreboards and making additional technology improvements for the Eddie
Robinson Memorial Stadium football field and the Fredrick C. Hobdy Assembly
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Center pursuant to LA R.S. 17:3361. 
3. Lessor has the right under the Lease to purchase Lessee’s leasehold interest in the 

Facilities at any time during the term of the Lease in accordance with the 
provisions thereof. 
 

Section 29.  Notices. 
 
Shall include additional specific reference which is hereby made to the following 

terms and provisions of the Lease in Section 29: 

Section 29. Notices. All notices, filings and other communications (“Notice”) shall be in 
writing and shall be sufficiently given and served upon the other parties if delivered by hand 
directly to the persons at the addresses set forth below, or shall be sent by first class mail, postage 
prepaid, addressed as follows: 

 
 
Lessor:  Grambling University Foundation 
   P.O. Box 587 
   Grambling, LA 71245 

    ATTN: Chairman  
 
Lessee:  Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System 
   1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300 
   Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 
   Attention: Vice President for Business and Finance 
 
University:  Grambling State University 
   President Martin Lemelle, Jr., D.B.A. 
   403 Main Street 
   Grambling, LA 71245 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned representatives have signed this Amendment 

to Lease on behalf of the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System and the 
Corporation on the  day of  , 2024. 

 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR 
THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA 
SYSTEM 

 
 

By:   
Martin Lemelle, Jr. D.B.A., President 
Grambling State University  
Board Representative 

 
WITNESSES: 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

GRAMBLING UNIVERSITY 
FOUNDATION 

 
 

By:    
Dr. Janet Barnes, CHAIRMAN 

 
WITNESSES: 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA 
PARISH OF LINCOLN 

 
BE IT KNOWN, that on this          day of  , 2024, before me, the undersigned 

authority, duly commissioned, qualified and sworn within and for the State and Parish aforesaid, 
personally came and appeared: 

 
Martin Lemelle, Jr. 

 
to me known to be the identical person who executed the above and foregoing instrument, who 
declared and acknowledged to me, Notary, in the presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, 
that he is the duly appointed Board Representative of the Board of Supervisors for the University 
of Louisiana System (the “Board”), that the aforesaid instrument was signed by him, on this date, 
on behalf of the Board and that the above named person acknowledges said instrument to be the 
free act and deed of the Board. 

 
 
WITNESSES: 

 

Martin Lemelle, Jr., D.B.A., President 
Grambling State University 
Board Representative  

 
 
 
 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Print Name:   
Notary ID #    

       My Commission expires: 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA  

PARISH OF LINCOLN 

 
BE IT KNOWN, that on this          day of  , 2024, before me, the undersigned 

authority, duly commissioned, qualified and sworn within and for the State and Parish aforesaid, 
personally came and appeared: 

 
Dr. Janet Barnes 

 
to me known to be the identical person who executed the above and foregoing instrument, who 
declared and acknowledged to me, Notary, in the presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, 
that he is the duly appointed Board Representative of the Board of Supervisors for the University 
of Louisiana System (the “Board”), that the aforesaid instrument was signed by him, on this date, 
on behalf of the Board and that the above named person acknowledges said instrument to be the 
free act and deed of the Board. 

 
 
WITNESSES: 

 

  Dr. Janet Barnes, Chairman 
Grambling University 
Foundation  

 
 
 
 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Print Name:    

Notary ID #    
My Commission is for Life 



 

FORM OF MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT TO 
EXTEND THE LEASE WITH OPTION TO 

PURCHASE 
 

STATE OF LOUISIANA §  
 § KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE 

PRESENTS: 
PARISH OF LINCOLN §  

 
 

MEMORANDUM OF 
LEASE 

 
This Memorandum of Lease (this “Memorandum”) is entered into by and between 

Grambling University Foundation (the “Lessor”) and the Board of Supervisors for the University 
of Louisiana System (the “Lessee”). 

 
 

RECITALS 
 

A. Lessor and Lessee have entered into an Agreement to Lease with Option to Purchase 
dated as of May __, 2017 (the “Lease”), whereby Lessor did lease to Lessee, and Lessee did lease 
from Lessor, _______________________________________ described and incorporated herein 
(the “Facilities”). 

 
B. Lessor and Lessee desire to extend their lease for the purpose of continuing 

improvements, replacing the scoreboards and making additional technology improvements for 
the Eddie Robinson Memorial Stadium football field and the Fredrick C. Hobdy Assembly Center 
pursuant to LA R.S. 17:3361; and file this Memorandum, which is to be recorded in order that 
third parties may have notice of the parties’ rights under the Lease. 

 
LEASE TERMS 

 
Specific reference is hereby made to the following terms and provisions of the Lease: 

 
1. The term of the Lease commenced in May, 2017 and shall continue until midnight 

on June 30, 2030, unless sooner terminated or extended as provided in the Lease. 
 

2. The Project for renovation shall include continuing improvements, replacing the 
scoreboards and making additional technology improvements for the Eddie 
Robinson Memorial Stadium football field and the Fredrick C. Hobdy Assembly 
Center pursuant to LA R.S. 17:3361. 

 
3. Lessor has the right under the Lease to purchase Lessee’s leasehold interest in the 

Facilities at any time during the term of the Lease in accordance with the 
provisions thereof. 
 
 
 
 



 

4. Additional information concerning the provisions of the Lease can be obtained 
from the parties at the following addresses: 

 
Lessor:  Grambling University Foundation 
   P.O. Box 587 
   Grambling, LA 71245 

    ATTN: Chairman  
 
Lessee:  Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System 
   1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300 
   Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 
   Attention: Vice President for Business and Finance 
 
University:  Grambling State University 
   President Martin Lemelle, Jr., D.B.A. 
   403 Main Street 
   Grambling, LA 71245 
 

 
 

This Memorandum is executed for the purpose of recordation in the public records of 
Lincoln Parish, Louisiana in order to give notice of all the terms and provisions of the Lease and 
is not intended and shall not be construed to define, limit, or modify the Lease. All of the terms, 
conditions, provisions and covenants of the Lease are incorporated into this Memorandum by 
reference as though fully set forth herein, and both the Lease and this Memorandum shall be 
deemed to constitute a single instrument or document. 
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THUS DONE AND PASSED on the         day of  , 2024, in Grambling, Louisiana 
in the presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, who herewith sign their names with Janet 
Barnes, Chairman, Grambling University Foundation and me, Notary. 

 
 
WITNESSES: GRAMBLING UNIVERSITY 

FOUNDATION 
 

 
By:   

Dr. Janet Barnes, Chairman 

 
 
 
 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Print Name:    

Notary ID #    
My Commission is for Life 

 
 

THUS DONE AND PASSED on the          day of  , 2024, in Grambling, Louisiana 
in the presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, who herewith sign their names with 
Martin Lemelle, Jr., President of Grambling State University and Board Representative, and me, 
Notary. 

 

WITNESSES: BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR 
THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA 
SYSTEM 

  By: ____________________________ 
  Martin Lemelle, Jr. D.B.A., President 
  Grambling State University  

 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Print Name:    

Notary ID #    
My Commission is for Life 

 
  



 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 
 

FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

October 24, 2024 
 
 
Item J.2. Louisiana Tech University’s request for approval to name a classroom in 

Bogard Hall the “John Calhoun Mechanical Engineering Innovation Lab.” 
 
 

EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY 
 
 The University is requesting approval to name a classroom in Bogard Hall the “John 
Calhoun Mechanical Engineering Innovation Lab” in recognition of private, philanthropic 
support for the University. 
 
 John D. Calhoun Jr. dedicated 32 years of service to Louisiana Tech University as a 
professor of Mechanical Engineering from 1948 to 1980. Following his retirement, he served 
as an expert witness in many legal cases. He enjoyed many hobbies during his life including 
flying, camping, and furniture design and construction. He and his wife Ruth were married 51 
years when he died in September of 2000 after a lengthy illness. John was a member of Trinity 
United Methodist Church, ASME, the Ruston Lions Club, and the Ruston HAM Radio Club. 
 
 Mr. Calhoun was dedicated to his community and his profession and had a tremendous 
impact on the students he taught, including a generous mechanical engineering alumnus whose 
gift to the University was made in Mr. Calhoun’s honor. 
 
 The specified name shall remain attached to the lab for the useful life of the facility, and 
for a period of not less than twenty years provided the space continues in use as a lab. 
Replacement or substantial renovation shall be considered the end of its useful life. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Louisiana Tech University’s request for 
approval to name a classroom in Bogard Hall the “John Calhoun Mechanical Engineering 
Innovation Lab.” 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 
 

FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

October 24, 2024 
 
 
Item J.3. Louisiana Tech University’s request for approval to name a classroom in 

use by the Emergent Learning Research Institute in Woodard Hall as the 
“Higginbotham Create Studio.” 

 
 

EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY 
 
 Louisiana Tech University is requesting approval to name a classroom in use by the 
Emergent Learning Research Institute located in Woodard Hall to the “Higginbotham Create 
Studio,” in recognition of private, philanthropic support for the University. 
 
 Alice and Lawrence Higginbotham are proud graduates of Louisiana Tech University, 
and active members of the Louisiana Tech and Lincoln Parish Community. Alice completed her 
bachelor’s in education in 1979, followed by a master’s in Reading in 1982. Her career in special 
education included service in the Lincoln Parish School District, where she was recognized for 
outstanding work and commitment to her students, including as Hico Elementary Teacher of the 
Year in 2007, Dubach Junior High Teacher of the Year in 2010, and the second-place finisher in 
the Project L.I.F.E. award contest in 2010. 
 
 Lawrence earned a bachelor’s degree in finance in 1980 and went on to complete a 
master’s in biology in 1996. Lawrence’s research has led to several recognitions, and patents 
issued, including a patent issued to him and two others for their collaborative development of a 
bioherbicide and method of controlling giant salvinia. He was awarded the Inventor Award in 
2001 by the Louisiana Tech Research Foundation, and again in 2003. 
 
 The specified name shall remain attached to the space for the useful life of the facility, 
and not less than twenty years provided that the space continues to be used in support of the 
Institute. Replacement or substantial renovation of the studio after twenty years shall be 
considered the end of its useful life. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Louisiana Tech University’s request for 
approval to name a classroom in use by the Emergent Learning Research Institute located in 
Woodard Hall to the “Higginbotham Create Studio.” 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 
 

FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

October 24, 2024 
 
 
Item J.4. McNeese  State  University’s request for approval  to name the Southwest 

Louisiana Entrepreneurial and Economic Development (SEED) Center the 
“Henning SEED Center.” 

 
 

EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY 
 
 The University is requesting approval to name the Southwest Louisiana 
Entrepreneurial and Economic Development (SEED) Center the “Henning SEED Center” 
 
 The University wishes to recognize the prominent role the Henning Family has 
played in the Southwest Louisiana (SWLA) business community since the 1920s. The 
Henning Family  patriarch, William Thomas Henning, started a small, independent telephone 
company, Cameron Telephone Company, in 1928. The company initially served the rural 
community of Hackberry, Louisiana. William “Bill” L. Henning, Sr. and his brother, J.T. 
Henning, assumed operations when their father passed away. The lines were eventually 
extended to serve the remainder of Cameron Parish, and Carlyss, Grand Lake, and Moss 
Bluff in Calcasieu Parish. The telephone company developed into a large and very 
successful telecommunications group that included PCS, Cellular, wireless communications, 
internet, cable television, and other communication services that provided the latest and 
most modern technology available. Bill Henning served as Chief Executive Officer of 
Cameron Communications until the company was sold in 2010. 
 
 The Henning Family legacy in the business community continues today through 
Bill ’ s children: William L. “Dub”" Henning, Jr., Thomas G. Henning and John A. 
Henning. The Henning brothers have contributed to the economic progress of Lake Charles and 
SWLA community through developments such as Oak Crossing and The Stables at Le 
Bocage. Oak Crossing, a commercial business park in South Lake Charles, mixes 100 plus 
year-old oak trees in central park with business, restaurant and event locations. The Stables at 
Le Bocage have grown into the premier equestrian venue in SWLA and have expanded its 
use of these facilities for weddings and events in the surrounding beautiful countryside. 
 
 The Hennings have supported the vitality and wellbeing of McNeese State University 
and the McNeese Foundation with donations to the Louisiana Small Business Development 
Center at McNeese, Banners Cultural Series, rodeo and equestrian teams, Harold and Pearl 
Dripps School of Agricultural Sciences, and athletic teams. The education provided to 
entrepreneurs and existing business owners using the Henning SEED Center will continue 
to provide services that help small businesses in SWLA grow and thrive now and for 
generations to come. 
 
 The naming will be for the useful life of the facility. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves McNeese State University’s request for 
approval to name the Southwest Louisiana Entrepreneurial and Economic Development  
(SEED) Center the “Henning SEED Center.” 



WADE ROUSSE, PUD

Via Electronic Transmitlal Only

October 3, 2024

Presidcnt Richard J. Gallot, Jr.
University of Louisiana System
l20l North 'Ihird Street, Suite 7-300
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Dear Prcsidcnt Gallot:

McNeese State University rcquests consideration and approval ofthe following to be placed on
the agenda lbr the October 24, 2024 meeting of the Board of Supervisors:

To name the Southwest Louisiana Entrepreneurial and Economic Development (SEED) Center
the Henning SEED Cenler.

'fhank you Ibr your assistancc in this matter

Sincerely,

ltu
Wade Rousse,
President

Attachments

hD

| 4310 RveN Sr. LAKE CBARLES, LA 70605Box 93300, Lexe Cnenrrs, LA 70609

OFFICE oF THE PRESIDENT ' .

SEED CENTER, RooM 144 | 337 475 5556 I WWW.MCNEESE.EDU
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October 3, 2024

President Richard J. Gallot, Jr
Univcrsity of Louisiana System
1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Dear President Gallot.

I am rcquesting approval for McNeese State University to name the Southwest Louisiana
Entrepreneurial and Economic Developmcnt (SEED) Center the Ilcnning SEED Center.

The Henning Family has playcd a prominent role in thc Southwest I-ouisiana (SWLA) busincss
community since the 1920s. The Henning Family patriarch, William Thomas Henning, started a
small, independent telephone company, Cameron Telephone Company, in 1928. 'the company
initially served thc rural community of Hackberry, Louisiana.

The Henning F-amily legacy in the business community continues today through Bill's children:
William L. "Dub" Hcnning, Jr.,'fhomas G. I{enning and John A. Hcnning. The }Ienning
Brothers have contributed to the cconomic progress of Lake Charles and SWLA community
through developments such as Oak Crossing and The Stablcs at Le Bocage. Oak Crossing, a
commercial business park in South Lake Charles, mixes I 00 plus ycar-old oak fecs in central
park with business, restaurant and event locations. The Stables at Le Bocage have grown into the
premier equestrian venue in SWLA and havc expanded its use ofthese facilities for weddings
and evcnts in thc surrounding beautiful countryside.

The I Iennings havc supported thc vitality and well-being of McNeesc State University and thc
McNeese Foundation with donations to the Louisiana Small Business Development Center at
McNccse, Banncrs Cultural Serics, rodeo and equestrian tcams, Harold and Pearl Dripps School
ofAgricultural Scienccs, and athletic teams.

. OFFICE oF THE PRESIDENT

WADE ROUSSE, PsD

William "Bilf'L. Ilenning, Sr. and his brolher, J.T. Henning, assumcd operations when their
father passed away. The lines were eventually extended to serve thc rcmainder of Cameron
Parish, and Carlyss, Grand Lakc, and Moss Bluff in Calcasieu Parish. 'l'he telephone company
developed into a largc and vcry successful telecommunications group that included PCS,
Cellular, wirelcss communications, intemct, cable television and othcr communication serviccs
that provided the latest and most modem technology available. Bill Hcnning served as Chief
Executive Officer olCameron Communications until the company was sold in 2010.

Box 93300, L^r<E CHARLES, LA 70609 | 4310 RYAN Sr. L^KE CHARLES, LA 70605

SEED CEN'[EB, RooM 144 | 337 475 5556 | WVW.MCNEESE.EDU



'Ihe education provided to entrepreneurs and existing busincss owners using the Henning SEEI)
Center will continue to provide services that help small busincsses in SWLA grow and thrive
now and for generations to come.

entrepreneurial spirit.

Respectfully,

///z
Wade Rousse, PhD
President

Box 93300, LAXE CHARLES, LA 70609 I 4310 RYAN Sr. LAXE CrrARLEs, LA 70605

SEED CENTER, RooM 144 I 337 475 5556 | WWW.MCNEESE.EDU

- - .- OFFICE oF THE PRESIDENT --

WADE ROUSSE, PnD

Thank you for your approval of this rcqucst to honor the Henning Iramily and their



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE  
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

  
FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 

  
October 24, 2024 

 
 
Item J.5. Nicholls State University’s request for approval to amend its Five-Year Capital 

Outlay submission to increase the cost of their new Coastal Center.   
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 The University is requesting Board approval to amend its Five-Year Capital Outlay 
submission of August 2024 to increase the cost of their new Coastal Center from $26,000,000 to 
$29,000,000.  The additional $3,000,000 has been secured through Congressman Garrett Graves 
by a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Federal Grant.  This funding will provide 
facilities for the future Engineering Workforce Development Center, which will become an annex 
to the Coastal Center.  This current year request is a dollar-for-dollar match.   
 
 The Electronic Capital Outlay Request Tracking System (eCORTS) documents has been 
revised, and forwarded up to the Management Board level (eCORTS project number573904).  
 
   

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Nicholls State University’s request for approval 
to amend its Five-Year Capital Outlay submission to increase the cost of their new Coastal Center.   



Nicholls State University 

Office of the President 
P.O. Box 2001 | Thibodaux, LA 70310 | 985.448.4003 | 985.448.4920 [F] 

October 3, 2024 Via Electronic Transmittal Only 

President Rick Gallot 
University of Louisiana System  
1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Dear President Gallot: 

Nicholls State University requests consideration and approval of the following item to be placed on the 
agenda for the October 24, 2024 meeting of the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana 
System: 

Amend Five-Year Capital Outlay Plan for FY 2025-2026. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Jay Clune, PhD 
President 

JC/apf 
Enclosures 
c:   Mr. Terry Braud, Executive Vice President for Finance & Administration 

Mr. Jonathan Terrell, Vice President for Collegiate Athletics/Athletic Director 
Dr. Michele Caruso, Vice President for Student Affairs 
Dr. Todd Keller, Vice Provost/Chief Academic Officer 
Ms. Renee Hicks, Assistant Vice President of Institutional Effectiveness Access & Success 
Ms. Alison Hadaway, Director of Human Resources 
Mr. Jerad David, Director of Communications & Legislative Affairs 
Ms. Paige Pierce, Director of Alumni Affairs 
Ms. Paulette Mayon, Controller & Ethics Liaison 
Dr. Martin Meder, Faculty Senate President 

A MEMBER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

 
FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
October 24, 2024 

 
 
Item J.6. Northwestern State University’s request for approval to name the Caspari Hall 

Third Floor Conference Room the “Jerry Pierce Conference Room.” 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Northwestern State University wishes to name the Caspari Hall Third Floor Conference 
Room the “Jerry Pierce Conference Room.”  Jerry Pierce’s remarkable 57-year tenure at NSU and 
immeasurable contributions to the state of Louisiana, higher education, and the Natchitoches 
community left a legacy that will endure for generations. 
 

Jerry Pierce’s life and career epitomized service to his alma mater, his hometown, and the 
greater good of Louisiana’s public institutions. A proud alumnus and executive vice president of 
NSU, Jerry influenced not only the trajectory of the University but also played an instrumental 
role in shaping statewide policies in higher education through his advocacy with governors, 
legislators, and stakeholders within the University of Louisiana System. 
 

He began his illustrious career as NSU’s sports information director and news bureau 
director, steadily rising to the role of Vice President for External Affairs in 1990. Under his 
leadership, Jerry oversaw athletics, alumni relations, and many aspects of university operations, 
all while remaining deeply connected to the students and the community he cherished. His vision 
and commitment were the driving force behind the establishment of the Louisiana Sports Hall of 
Fame in Natchitoches, a lasting testament to his passion for sports, history, and excellence. 
 

Jerry’s involvement in the production of  “Steel Magnolias” and his guidance in welcoming 
Hollywood productions to Natchitoches reflected his understanding of the cultural and economic 
impacts of such efforts. His behind-the-scenes contributions helped transform downtown 
Natchitoches into the vibrant cultural hub it is today. In addition to his work at NSU, Jerry was 
also a highly respected journalist, tennis player, and an active participant in civic and community 
causes throughout his life. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted:  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Northwestern State University’s request for 
approval to name the Caspari Hall Third Floor Conference Room the “Jerry Pierce Conference 
Room.” 



October 1, 2024 

Rick Gallot, President 
University of Louisiana System 
1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Re:  Request to Name Caspari Hall Third Floor Conference Room the “Jerry Pierce 
 Conference Room” 

Dear President Gallot, 

Northwestern State University is submitting a Request to Name Caspari Hall Third Floor 
Conference Room the “Jerry Pierce Conference Room” to be placed on the agenda for approval 
at the October 2024 Board meeting.  

Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

James T. Genovese 
President 
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October 1, 2024 

 

Rick Gallot, President 
University of Louisiana System 
1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Dear President Gallot, 

Northwestern State University is requesting approval to name the Caspari Hall Third Floor 
Conference Room in memory of the late Jerry Pierce, whose remarkable 57-year tenure at NSU 
and immeasurable contributions to the state of Louisiana, higher education, and the 
Natchitoches community left a legacy that will endure for generations. 

Jerry Pierce’s life and career epitomized service to his alma mater, his hometown, and the 
greater good of Louisiana’s public institutions. A proud alumnus and executive vice president of 
NSU, Jerry influenced not only the trajectory of our university but also played an instrumental 
role in shaping statewide policies in higher education through his advocacy with governors, 
legislators, and stakeholders within the University of Louisiana System. 

He began his illustrious career as NSU’s sports information director and news bureau director, 
steadily rising to the role of vice president for External Affairs in 1990. Under his leadership, 
Jerry oversaw athletics, alumni relations, and many aspects of university operations, all while 
remaining deeply connected to the students and the community he cherished. His vision and 
commitment were the driving force behind the establishment of the Louisiana Sports Hall of 
Fame in Natchitoches, a lasting testament to his passion for sports, history, and excellence. 

Jerry’s involvement in the production of "Steel Magnolias" and his guidance in welcoming 
Hollywood productions to Natchitoches reflected his understanding of the cultural and 
economic impacts of such efforts. His behind-the-scenes contributions helped transform 
downtown Natchitoches into the vibrant cultural hub it is today. In addition to his work at NSU, 
Jerry was also a highly respected journalist, tennis player, and an active participant in civic and 
community causes throughout his life. 

In recognition of his profound and multifaceted contributions to our university, our community, 
and the state, we believe it is fitting and appropriate to name the third-floor conference room 
in Caspari Hall in his honor. This space, which has seen countless important decisions and 
gatherings during his lifetime of service, will continue to reflect his dedication and spirit. 



Thank you for your consideration of this request. We look forward to your support in honoring 
a man who so richly deserves to be remembered in a place where he made an indelible impact. 

Sincerely, 

 

James T. Genovese 
President 
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Item J.7. University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request for approval to enter into a Farm 

Lease with T & B Farms LLC for 35 acres of farmland at the University’s Cade 
Research Facility, as authorized by La. R.S. 17:3361. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University’s Cade Research Facility is a 600-acre farm laboratory in St. Martin Parish.  
The Farm Lease with T & B Farms LLC will lease three fields of farmland totaling 35 acres, 
commencing on October 25, 2024, and have an initial term of three years, with three additional 
one-year option terms.  The Farm Lease is authorized by La. R.S. 17:3361 and T & B Farms LLC 
was selected as the tenant through a competitive request for proposals.  The leased premises are 
presently in a state of disrepair and not used by the University.  T & B Farms LLC will improve 
the condition of the leased premises at its sole cost and expense so it can be used for harvesting 
crawfish and rice.  The improvements will include, but not limited to, leveling and plowing the 
fields and repairing the levees (if needed) and thereafter maintain the improved condition of the 
leased premises during the term of the lease. 
 

The University seeks approval to enter into the referenced Farm Lease with T & B Farms 
LLC for $125 per acre per year and the improvements to be made to the leased premises.     
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is requested that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request for 
approval to enter into a Farm Lease with T & B Farms LLC for 35 acres of farmland at the 
University’s Cade Research Facility, as authorized by La. R.S. 17:3361. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that University of Louisiana at Lafayette shall obtain 
final review from UL System staff and legal counsel, and shall secure all appropriate approvals 
from agencies/parties, of processes, documents, and administrative requirements prior to 
execution of documents. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette and/or his designee are hereby designated and authorized to execute any and all 
documents associated with said lease. 
 
 AND FURTHER, that the University of Louisiana at Lafayette will provide the System 
office with copies of all final executed documents for Board files. 



J.7.
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Item J.8. University of New Orleans’ request for approval to sell the Goldring Hall to the 

Ogden Museum of Southern Art, Inc., on terms and conditions acceptable to the 
Board and for the sale price no less than the appraised value.  The Sale would be in 
Accordance with the University of Louisiana System Immovable Property 
Guidelines Section V.(E.)(2.) Sale to Specific Buyer and in accordance with Act 
485 of the 2024 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University has been presented with an offer to purchase Goldring Hall, located at 925 
Camp Street near Lee Circle and the National World War II D-Day Museum.  The building is 
state-owned and construction was completed in August 2003, when the University was a part of 
the Louisiana State University System.  The building currently serves as the only operating portion 
of the Ogden Museum of Southern Art (“OMSA”).  The University acquired the property by 
donation from the University of New Orleans Foundation in 1999.  Designed specifically as a 
museum, the physical structure is six stories and contains approximately 60,000 square feet of 
exhibition and office space.  OMSA is operated by the Ogden Museum of Southern Art, Inc., a 
private, non-profit corporation established to promote the well-being and advancement of the 
Ogden Museum of Southern Art.   

 
Goldring and the Patrick F. Taylor Memorial Library, located at 615 Andrew Higgins 

Boulevard, New Orleans, Louisiana, were initially envisioned as a downtown arts complex that 
would serve OMSA and support the teaching mission of the UNO Fine Arts Department.  Neither 
UNO nor any of its departments are currently associated with OMSA.  UNO maintains sufficient 
other art facilities that support the teaching mission, including the St. Claude Gallery and the UNO 
Fine Arts Gallery.  UNO continuously provided for certain utilities, property and casualty 
insurance for the premises since construction.  The current occupant, OMSA, desires to purchase 
the building. 
 

Act 485 of the 2024 Regular Legislative Session allows for the direct sale of the building 
and improvements to OMSA for appropriate consideration in compliance with Article VII Section 
14 of the Louisiana Constitution.   
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